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Dolphins vs. Patriots Transcripts (transcribed by the New England Patriots) 
 

Miami Dolphins 
 
Adam Gase, Head Coach 
 
Q: Coach, first series of downs and three and out, then they run the fake punt. How demoralizing 
was that for the team?   
AG: That was one of the areas we are trying to emphasize - win the special teams battle. Losing that one on the 
first one of the game was a little disappointing. But it was a 60-minute game, so we have to figure out how to get 
a stop and make them punt again.  
 
Q: Seems like out there, we are 11 games into the season, it still seems that on defense there is 
confusing at times when guys are lining up and offensively some of those situations. Is there a big 
concern with that?  
AG: I mean, when the defense, when the team, breaks the huddle, they are trying to figure out where everybody 
is at. You know, it’s tough against these guys, especially because you are seeing multiple [running] backs and 
three wide outs in this game. You know, we are trying to make sure that everyone is kind of communicating, 
knows where to go and our end zone man [coverage], pressuring - there were a lot of things going on there. So 
you know, those guys communicating, to me, isn’t a negative thing on defense, offensively. You know, I didn’t 
kind of see that today.  
 
Q: Adam, season-high seven sacks allowed. Quarterback sacks. What went wrong with the pass 
protection?  
AG: It was an overall effort. I mean, we were throwing the ball almost every down there. When we were down to 
one running back, so there were a couple times when we had some missed assignments, but you know, we were 
trying to get some chunk plays and try to find a way to shorten the field up.  
 
Q: What happened on the [Bobby] McCain play when he was ejected? 
AG: That’s something you guys will have to talk to him about. What happened there, I just saw the replay.  
 
Q: Coach, you get down on 14-0 in the first two series. How much does that change what you try to 
do offensively? What you can’t do offensively? Play calling-wise… 
AG: I didn’t change anything. I kept to what we kind of talked about. Nothing really changed for us until we were 
down to one running back.  
 
Q: Adam, right before the half, you had a 21-10 game. You had the ball at the 15, you threw a lot of 
passes to Devante Parker and he didn’t make a play on the ball. Did he not see it?  
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AG: That would be a good question to ask him. I thought Matt [Moore] made the right read. I would have to 
watch the film, don’t know if he was early or DeVante didn’t think it was coming to him? You know, that quickly. 
It looked like the ball was in the air, when he got his head around, he was trying to stop then fell.  
 
Q: He’s had four interceptions come at him. Is this something in his game that you are seeing? 
AG: I mean, that’s hard to say. I mean, every place, is a different play.  
 
Q: Seems like every week we talk about the same issues with this team. Converting first down, 
converting third down, gaining first downs, penalties, mistakes. You have five games left, can you 
clear it up?  
AG: We had less pre-snap penalties, so that was a positive. You know, we just seem to be having the wrong 
things happening to us at the wrong times. You know, we just have to go back to work and find a way to clean a 
lot of these things up. I see a lot of those things as fixable. You know, we are basically in a situation where we 
need to put a good game together here real quick.  
 
Q: You lost five in a row, where is this team? 
AG: I think they are still battling. I mean, we have been practicing good. That’s the frustrating part, more than 
anything and it’s not translating to Sunday. We are still making a few mistakes that are really hurting us. You 
know, get a little too aggressive underneath things and kind of put everybody else in a bind there. To where I 
thought Matt had a good call on and everyone does their job, we are in better shape. And we were just having 
too many situations like that. You know, guys just have to do their job. They have to trust what they are being 
told and do exactly what they are supposed to do and that’s when we will start having better results.  
 
Q: The Patriots have shown a little more balance this year and Dion Lewis, every week, seems to be 
getting better. He had over 100 yards, first time in his career. Can you talk about how dangerous 
their offense is when they run the ball like this?  
AG: I think anytime you got a group of running backs, especially like they do, you can stretch the field. You 
know, and then all of a sudden - you throw it underneath, and you have one-on-one matchups across the board. 
That makes it tough and you know, when you expect a team that historically, with certain guys, they emphasize 
certain parts of the game, whether it be run/pass game. Now all of a sudden you start running the ball with them 
and you are expecting pass or vice versa. That’s what makes it tough, the [more] versatile those running backs 
are, that’s what makes it more difficult to defend.  
 
Q: Is there a fine line to toe between playing aggressively and still allowing yourselves to be 
efficient? There was a drive that the Patriots had where there was the ejection of McCain, a 
facemask penalty. I haven’t covered you guys, but heard about the number of penalties… 
AG: Yeah, that was a terrible series for us. I mean, that was one we really couldn’t have at that moment in the 
game. We really put ourselves in bad position, especially losing Bobby like that. That puts a lot of guys in a bad 
position. And then we have to start moving things around. The frustrating part is when you have the facemask 
penalties, that’s just going back to fundamental football. Hands in the right place and doing the right things 
through the entire down. You know, we shoot ourselves in the foot when we do things like that.  
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Q: They’re [the Patriots] not perfect, but they are somewhat maddeningly efficient. I mean you got 
a three-and-out in the first drive, bam they hit you with something. Are they a measuring stick or 
do you have enough to worry about in your own place? 
AG: Yeah, I think I have enough to worry about in my place.  
 
Q: You now have one healthy running back, where do you go? 
AG: Obviously going to have to reevaluate where we are at right now. Probably have to move some pieces 
around. I don’t even know how bad everyone is right now.  
 
Q: What else do you tell the team in terms of last year, 10-6, you made the playoffs. This year, you 
have surpassed that in terms of the number of losses. What do you tell the team in terms of overall 
goals? 
AG: Well, right now we just have to worry about winning one game. That’s what we have to worry about.  
 
Q: Early in the second half, there was a play in which they dropped a punt return, and Michael 
Thomas came up with the ball. They ruled it dead. How did you see that?  
AG: Well, sometimes when you [see] those scrums, as soon as they see someone with the ball, they think that’s 
who has it. They just say it’s blue and then they go with it and it doesn’t matter who gets up with the ball, so 
assuming that’s what happened. I didn’t really get an explanation on that one.  
 
 
Matt Moore, Quarterback 
 
Q: Physically how are you doing? 
MM: I’m alright - typical soreness of a game. 
 
Q: After seven sacks were you alarmed both for your health and… 
MM: Yeah. It was just one of those days. They did a lot of things, obviously, that got us, but I say this all the 
time; the physical game is part of the game. There’s stuff we’ve got to look at and see if we can do better next 
time. 
 
Q: The pick before halftime you and DeVante Parker didn’t seem to be on the same page. What did 
you see there? 
MM: It’s just unfortunate. I put the ball up and it was probably a little short. That’s all I can say about that one. 
 
Q: He acknowledged that he has to do a better job of attacking the ball there. 
MM: He said that? 
 
Q: Yeah. 
MM: And I can throw a better ball.   
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Q: What does this team play for these next five games?  You’ve gone 11 games with what seems to 
be similar problems week to week. How do you turn it around these next five games when what 
you’ve ultimately set out to get to this year is pretty much out of reach now?  
MM: You play for your guys. You play for the guys in the locker room. As far as getting things right, it’s the same 
story as every week, you get back, you work, you do what you can to get better physically, mentally, prep, but I 
think we’ve got a good group here. You play for those guys and you’re still playing to win the game - guys want 
to go out and compete.  Every time you take the field you want to go win, so I think those will be the reasons 
why.  
 
Q: Coach Gase talked about guys playing hard trying to do all the right things, but the mistakes 
keep playing them and that’s been 11 games. How do you shake out of that? 
MM: I don’t know. If we had the answer we would have fixed it already. It just goes back to grinding during the 
week, understanding what your job is and playing mistake free football. We’re going to go back to work and we 
have however many [games] more we’ve got and we’re going to go out and try to win each week. 
 
Q: It seemed like the majority of the seven sacks came on blitzes. 
MM: Yeah. There were a couple - I don’t know for sure - I have to watch it. They did a lot of different things up 
front, so we’ve just got to iron out that stuff and get it right.  
 
Q: You got the ball back near the 40 [yard line] when you were down 11 and then there were back-
to-back sacks.  
MM: Yeah. It’s hard when you’re going backwards and still in the game. We go down and score the touchdown. 
After that is what you’re talking about, right? You’ve got to be going the other direction and we didn’t and it puts 
you in a tough spot. 
 
Q: The Patriots, today, clinched 17 consecutive winning seasons. We all know the history. You’ve 
been watching them on film for seven years here with the Dolphins. What is it about this team and 
what’s consistent with them? 
MM: They’re well coached, obviously. The word you just said, consistent in pretty much everything that they do. 
They’re a smart football team. They limit their mistakes, limit their penalties, they have good players, but they 
don’t beat themselves and they make it hard for their opponent - whoever it is - which is why they have the 
record they do. 
 
Q: You’ve had two starting opportunities for you this year. Obviously the outcome isn’t what you 
had wanted. How would you assess your performance? 
MM: Two losses. The only stat that matters is the win and loss, so it’s not how I wanted it to go. You want to go 
out and win a game. When you get that opportunity you want to go out and play well for yourself, play well for 
your teammates and you want to win and we haven’t done that.    
 
Q: How would you describe the overall mood of the team following this loss? 
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MM: It’s never good after a loss especially after coming up here and playing a divisional opponent. It’s hard. It’s 
an emotional game. Guys take it to heart when you put so much into it and you don’t get what you want out of 
out. It’s frustrating sometimes. I think the overall pulse is okay. The world is not ending, but it’s not what we 
want for sure. 
 

Kiko Alonso, Linebacker 

(On the game)  
“They made more plays than us. They executed better than we did. I don’t know.  We have to watch the film. We 
have to make more plays. We’ve got to go back to work and we have got to get ready for Denver.  It doesn’t get 
easier so we have to do more. We need to improve and we need to keep working hard.” 
 

Davon Godchaux, Defensive Tackle 

(On the fourth down stop at the start of the fourth quarter)  
“It doesn’t matter. I mean, we got our butts kicked. It was a great play by Reshad, I ended up coming over the 
top but it doesn’t matter because we still lost the game.” 
 
(On the game)  
“A couple calls didn’t go our way, but that’s football. We just have to execute better. Everything we practiced, 
they did. I felt like we got some great pressure on Tom Brady. We got him frustrated but we just have to execute 
better.” 
 
(On Tom Brady)  
“Yeah. Yeah, still five for five [in the red zone]. Still won the game. No matter how many times we hit him. He 
still got back up and still won the game. At the end of the day all those hits look good but it doesn’t matter when 
you get a loss. Everything has been said, he’s the greatest of all-time. But at the end of the day, they can be 
beat.  You just have to execute and I don’t feel like we executed as a team tonight. We have to execute better. 
We all have to execute better.” 
 

Reshad Jones, Safety 

(On the fumble and touchdown)  
“I saw the bad snap by the center; I scooped the ball up and scored a touchdown.” 
 
(On the frustration of the loss)  
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“I don’t like losing, so we just have to get it fixed, go back to the drawing board. We have another tough 
opponent next week; we need to be ready to play next week.” 
 

Jarvis Landry, Wide Receiver 

(On Matt Moore’s performance)  
“I think he did great. There are things we can do better on our side. Things all of us can get better at; we have 
to look at this film and go from there.” 
 
(On preparing for the Patriots)  
“The thing for us is you can’t make mistakes and you can’t turn the ball over against these guys. Truthfully, no 
matter who you play in the NFL, if they capitalize on your turnovers and your penalties, it’s going to be hard to 
win those games. This is one of those teams where you can’t get behind, and you can’t turn the ball over.” 
 
(On the optimism early in the year)  
“Honestly, it’s a mindset thing. As I said then and as I still say it. I respect the Patriots organization, and their 
players, but there is something for this team and for this organization to create a mindset. That we’re nobody’s 
little brother and we are here to play. On any given Sunday anybody can beat anybody. They got the best of us 
today.” 
 

Mike Pouncey, Center 

(On giving up two sacks on back to back plays)  
“We gave up two big sacks. It is not my job to call out whose fault it was, but we just can’t do that. When we 
have an opportunity to win the football game and put ourselves back in the game, we have to be at our best. 
Unfortunately, we were not at our best at that time.” 
 
(On the pass protection)  
“We were in a lot of passing situations because of the score of the game. That is a good defense that they 
[Patriots] got, and they did a really good job of getting after the quarterback today. A lot of picks and twists and 
they were just a better football team today.” 
 
(On the five straight losses)  
“Losing sucks and if anybody likes losing this is the wrong sport to be in, because it is tough. We had a great 
week in practice and we were really feeling good about it. Today we gave ourselves chance after chance to win 
this football game and we just fell short. We will get better and keep fighting and we have another big game 
coming up this week. Like I said last week, this is another must win for us.” 
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(On turning things around) 
“We need start with one win. Just get one and then we will have a tendency to win a couple of after that. Our 
biggest thing is to win one game and get on the same page. Play team football and get back on track.” 
 
(On playing at Gillette Stadium) 
“I like it here and the crowd is really good. It is a good football team [Patriots] and you enjoy playing against 
teams like this. We just fell short today. It is not a good feeling right now being in this situation once again.” 
 
 
Ndamukong Suh, Defensive Tackle 
 
Q: The Patriots had two turnovers, you had good pressure on Tom Brady. It didn’t seem like they 
played that great and they still scored 35 points. That’s got to be frustrating and disappointing.  
NS: Yeah. Our goal going in there is understanding that he was going to give us opportunities, especially in the 
two-minute situations, and four-minute situations, and Bobby [McClain] took advantage of that by getting an 
interceptipon. Obviously then they had a must snap on whatever it was and [Reshad Jones] was able to make a 
play and we just knew we had to roll with the punches at the end of the day. So looking at it, I’ve got to go back 
and look at the film to see exactly where we made our mistakes. I know we weren’t perfect in a lot of areas and 
we’ve just got to continue to drive. 
 
Q: It seemed like early in the game they were able to get yardage in the first series or so running 
right up the middle under the strength of your defense. Were they doing something different? What 
did you see there? 
NS: I’m not sure what you’re referring to. I saw they got some plays. There was one, primarily, the biggest 
yardage play was on the sweeps. I think that was [Brandin Cooks]. Getting to our edge and obviously not 
tackling, so we have to figure that out from there.  
 
Q: Looking at five losses in a row now what is the vibe of the locker room and how do you stay 
positive as a team? 
NS: I think we understand the mistakes that we’ve made and the position that we’ve put ourselves in, so we have 
to get back to the drawing table and understand that we have to go home, take care of business at home and go 
from there. 
 
Q: Is just trying to win all the remaining five games enough for you guys as your expectations 
coming into the season were probably more lofty than that?  
NS: I think once you understand what you’ve done and understand we are going home. We need to go out there 
and win. You make the mistake when you look at the five games we have left - that will hurt us if we do that. I 
think we focus on what we have in Denver. Clean up the mistakes with the Patriots that we had this week and go 
from there.  
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Q: There are been consistent problems the first 11 games. What leads you to believe that over the 
next five games you can turn things around? 
NS: I think it comes down to execution and executing your own job, myself included in that. That’s the best way 
we can look at it. 
 
Q: What did the Patriots do? How were they scheming towards you today? 
NS: I have to go back and look at the film. I know they wanted to run away from me. In a lot of situations I was 
moving around just so they could have an idea of where I was at. At the end of the day, they are a good game 
planning team. You’ve got to figure out what they want to do against you. Most of the time, they were trying to 
run the ball away from me.  
 
Q: You’ve gone against these guys a lot. What’s this Patriots team like? 
NS: What do you mean?  
 
Q: You’ve faced them for many years. What do you see from this team that may be different from 
others? 
NS: They are still executing at a high level and that’s really what it comes down to and you’ve got to combat that. 
It’s as simple as that.  
 
 
Cameron Wake, Defensive End 
 
Q: Losing streaks, this is five straight, how painful is this one and how do you get this fixed?  
CW: Hopefully I can speak for most of the guys in the locker room, I don’t look at streaks. I treat it as one game, 
whether you win or lose. You get 24 hours to sulk or 24 hours to pat yourself on the back and cheer and you got 
to move on. To be very honest, I haven’t thought past this last game. And you have to focus on the next game. 
The next play is always the most important and this one was the most important one. You can’t be thinking about 
three games ago because that really has no bearing on today. As far as today is concerned, I guess frustrating is 
the simplest word to use being that we feel like we had a great opportunity. Great game plan, but again as I 
have said in the past, there are self-inflicted wounds that rear their ugly head that cost you plays, that in turn 
cost you position on the field, that cost your points on the board. And obviously that sways the course of the 
game. The only way to fix most things in football is to sprinkle a little hard work on it and, you know, just 
because you work hard still doesn’t guarantee you victory. You know, you have to go out there and execute, you 
got to go out there and do all the things, cliques in football. Next play, one play, could change the game, so on 
and so forth. Today, I felt like, on both sides of the ball, there were opportunities we didn’t capitalize on. And 
there were things that we did to hurt ourselves, rather from the outside hurting us, so those are things, again I 
said before frustrating, but also probably the easiest to fix. If I had a solution, it would already be fixed by now. 
But I’m a strict believer in hard work fixes most things.  
 
Q: When the Patriots ran a fake punt on the first drive of the game, is that a sign of disrespect to 
your team that they are willing to take that gamble? 
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CW: That would be a great question to ask them. I just feel like they’re like anyone else, just trying to make plays 
wherever they can. We did the same thing. We gambled on fourth-and-whatever it was and made a big play, but 
that’s football. Any play, when you’re on the field, can be play to change the game. It doesn’t matter if it’s 
defense, it doesn’t matter if it’s special teams, it doesn’t matter if it’s offense, you have to play complementary. 
So, if the defense goes out and gets a stop, it’s now the punt or punt return, whoever is out there, it’s their 
opportunity to do their job, make sure they punt the ball and then offense gets the ball, and so on and so on and 
so on. It’s that complementary football. The play you’re speaking about, obviously it wasn’t complementary. 
 
Q: Were you near Bobby McCain on the play in which he got ejected? 
CW: Actually, I don’t think I was on the field at the time, but I’d have to go back and look at the replay. 
 
Q: Just before that, there was a face mask penalty on Xavien Howard and then McCain got ejected. 
Was the defense losing composure at that point? 
CW: I’m actually interested to see the play. I mean, to get ejected, I would assume you’d have to do something 
pretty vile.  
 
Q: They said he threw a punch. 
CW: Again, he said, she said. I’d have to see it. I know Bobby and obviously we’ve been here for a long time. 
He’s, as far as I – I mean, he’s shown on tape he’s a pretty composed guy. It will be interesting to see what 
happened in the replay.  
 
Q: What’s the toughest part in trying to dig out of this five game losing streak? 
CW: It kind of goes week-by-week. Obviously, this game – and this is not just this team. It’s any team. This is 
the NFL. If you hurt yourself, as well as the other team trying to hurt you, it causes a compound effect. 
Obviously, they’re going to make plays. They’re professional athletes. But, then if you do damage to your own 
self on top of the things that they’re doing, you’re fighting a losing battle. So, I guess the frustration – and I told 
you before, I’m not into the streaks. My focus is on the current situation. This game – that was the most 
frustrating thing. 
 
Q: How many times would you say that happens where the team hurts itself? 
CW: Well, generally, any penalties are self-inflicted wounds – before the play, especially, during the play, as well 
– whether it’s pass interference, jumping offside, like I did, or players miscommunicating or whatever it may be 
and you’ve got somebody running wide open or a back running through our defense untouched. I mean, those 
are the things that it’s not physical ability that causes that. There’s nobody who’s that fast. There’s nobody who’s 
that strong in the NFL. It’s you made a wrong step or went the wrong way or I didn’t tell you something, you 
didn’t tell me something. Jumping offside is not concentrating on your play. Guys running free, hitting the 
quarterback – all those things aren’t physical things. If you get beat, you get beat. This is the NFL. I mean, that 
happens, but to say a guy’s just running free untouched – pass, run – or hitting the quarterback, all those things, 
that’s you did it to yourself, not they did it to you. 
 



 
 
               
 

MIAMI DOLPHINS VS. NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 
GILLETTE STADIUM 
Nov. 26, 2017 | 1:00 P.M. 

POSTGAME  QUOTES 

 

Q: What is it about the Patriots that frustrates you guys the most and has allowed them to have 
such success over the past 17 seasons? 
CW: It’s just another game. To me, it’s no special sauce. Its, again, as I just mentioned, I don’t look at it the way 
that you look at it. You’re a bit of a cheerleader. I just look at it as football. It’s football and as I told before, if 
you do things to yourself as well as somebody trying to do the same thing to you, then you’re fighting a losing 
battle. Today we did a lot of things to cause us to lose the game, not them doing it to us. 
 
Q: With the playoffs looking like a long shot now, how do you keep guys from checking out on the 
season? 
CW: Well, it’s the same concept as if you’re looking at the statistics and the standings, the formulas, which I’ve 
been in this league a long time. To me, I really don’t care. I don’t even know them. If you asked me what they 
are I couldn’t tell you. The reality is you just have to focus on winning and it’s not five weeks from now, it’s not 
five in a row, it’s the next game, the next play. What are you going to do to make sure you, as an individual, win 
your matchup? You do your job on that play. People ask me all kinds of questions about this big picture thing. I’m 
not a big picture guy. I like to focus on the step right in front of me and figuring it out, and we have to do the 
same thing as a team. If you’re looking at the – I couldn’t even tell you who the third game from now is. 
Whoever that is, if you’re figuring that game out then you’re going to miss whoever we’re playing next week 
which, again, I don’t even know. But it’s all about the next play, the next snap, the next game and all of the rest 
of the stuff will fall into place or not. But if you’re looking past, you’re going to miss the step right in front of you. 
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New England Patriots 
 
Bill Belichick, Head Coach 
 
BB: Well, I thought our team did a lot of good things out there today, but at the same time we left a lot of plays 
out on the field. We had some lapses in our play that we need to eliminate, but it was good to see the production 
we had in the running game, finish drives in the red area, had a couple of big plays in the kicking game. I 
thought the fake punt kind of got us going a little bit. I know it was early, but it was a good play that offensively 
we converted. Defensively, hit the passer, turned the ball over. We gave up 10 points on defense, so usually 
that’s pretty good in this league. We lost the ball on offense, could’ve tackled better, could’ve defended a couple 
of plays in the passing game better defensively. We’ll turn the page here. We’ll see these guys in a couple of 
weeks. Turn the page and get on to Buffalo. It sounds like they had a big win today. I know it’ll be tough up 
there, but good to get this one. We’ll just move on here and start getting ready for Buffalo. 
 
Q: How much of the fake punt was a matter of Nate Ebner just recognizing that the option was 
there to potentially convert it? Also, in the fourth quarter what went into the decision to go for it on 
fourth down as opposed to kicking the field goal? Was the wind a factor or did you just feel like you 
could gain a yard at that point? 
BB: Yeah, I’d say it was more of the latter. I feel like we could get a yard. Obviously, it was a poorly executed 
play, so not well done. Yeah, I won’t get into the specifics on the fakes. It was a good play. It helped us. Joe 
Judge, like he always does, did a great job of getting our team’s special teams prepared. It was a big play for us. 
 
Q: Can you talk about why the pass rush was so successful today, in particular, Eric Lee with his 
sack at the end of the game there?  
BB: Well, you know, I think the score had a lot to do with that. Anytime you can get ahead in the game, most of 
the second half, probably middle of the third quarter, the last third of the game was a lot of passing, a lot of pass 
rush with the lead, so it gives you an opportunity to rush the passer better. Guys did a good job. We had 
contributions from a lot of different players, got some pressure from our linebackers, from our secondary and 
from our defensive linemen. But yeah, I think being ahead in the game certainly helps the pass rush. 
 
Q: Is it concerning that the team isn’t executing as well at home as they do on the road? 
BB: Yeah, no, we try to execute well every week. 
 
Q: Is there something about playing on the road that sharpens the team’s focus? 
BB: I don’t know. 
 
Q: Elandon Roberts had a couple of nice plays today. Do you see the linebacker group and the 
defense as a whole starting to turn the corner or is there still more work to do? 
BB: Yeah, well, we’ll see. It’ll be a big challenge this week against Buffalo, and Tyrod Taylor, and [LeSean] McCoy 
and those guys. We’ll see. Yeah, this week was – we gave up 10 points today but, again, there are some things 



 
 
               
 

MIAMI DOLPHINS VS. NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 
GILLETTE STADIUM 
Nov. 26, 2017 | 1:00 P.M. 

POSTGAME  QUOTES 

 

that we certainly could have done better and could have made it easy on ourselves. We’ll keep working on those. 
But overall, those guys compete hard. Again, we got production from all three units, but these guys have very 
good skill players, as good as anybody in the league – receivers, tight ends, backs and quarterback, two good 
quarterbacks. It was challenging. This was a challenging group. I thought our coverage guys, especially, really 
met the challenge this week. We were able to get ahead and create some pass rush and turn the ball over. Those 
are all positives. Can we do it again? I mean, I don’t know. It’ll be a challenge every week. 
 
Q: How big of a play was Stephon Gilmore’s interception at the end of the first half, and how 
important was it for your team to keep its collective composure despite some of the after-the-
whistle stuff that was going on? 
BB: Yeah, really important. We saw quite a bit of that in these games last year. There were some personal fouls 
in that game at the end of the game in the first game here. What was it – Week 2? Same thing – we had some 
after-the-play type things that occurred in this game. Look, it’s two competitive teams. All our guys are playing 
hard. You’ve got to be able to control your emotions, to play with poise and play with aggressiveness but do it 
legally and within the rules and before the whistle blows and all of those kinds of things. I thought a number of 
our players did a good job of trying to keep their poise, stay focused on football and not get caught up in some of 
the after-the-play stuff. Sometimes that’s hard to do, but we’ve got to try and do the best that we can at it. I 
thought that they tried to do that. 
 
Q: And how big was Stephon Gilmore’s interception? 
BB: Yeah, I didn’t really get a good look at it. It was a huge play – no question – a big momentum play. Again, it 
was across the field. I didn’t really get a good look at it, so I’m not sure exactly. I’m not sure exactly what 
happened on that one. 
 
Q: How big was it to complete the drive that had the fake punt and convert that into a touchdown? 
BB: Yeah, I thought it was big. They came in, got a three-and-out. We took the ball to start the game, got a 
three-and-out but instead of giving them the ball back, we were able to convert on fourth down and, as you said, 
hit the over route to [Phillip] Dorsett and ended up scoring on that drive. It’s always good to play from in front 
and get ahead, so it was big. A good job offensively of taking advantage of that opportunity that we got off the 
fake punt. One of our problems with running the fake punt, usually, is that even though you get the first down, 
you’ve still got another let’s call it 50, 60 yards to go. It’s not like a fake field goal where you’re already in scoring 
range and if you convert that, then it’s usually a touchdown or you’re very close to scoring. We’ve still got a long 
way to go, but offensively that was a big drive and a big conversion for us. 
 
Q: How does the coaching staff adjust to injuries on the fly to make sure you have the right players 
on the field and don’t have any miscommunication? 
BB: Yeah, that’s challenging. We obviously practice our backups to each position, but as you said, when multiple 
players are injured and particularly when it’s on one play then it creates a little bit of a scramble. A bigger 
problem – I’m not saying that’s not a big problem – but even a bigger problem is in the kicking game because 
you have six units on special teams. You have kickoff, kickoff return, punt and punt return, field goal, field goal 
block, so when you lose a player there, like when Nate [Ebner] went down, you lose a guy that’s on five of those 
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six teams and it’s not always the same guy replacing him. So it could be this guy on this team, that guy on 
another team and so forth and then you add a couple of guys in, so that’s challenging. For the coaches and the 
players, that’s part of football, unfortunately. We have to practice those situations and everybody needs to know 
who’s behind who. Sometimes it knocks you out of a certain grouping or a certain unit that you have out there, 
but you know that if you get knocked out of that then you back it up with something else, whatever your 
alternative group is. That’s just something as a coach that you have to be ready to do in all three phases of the 
game. If you have a guy that’s a key guy in one particular group, or unit or personnel groping, and then he’s not 
available, then you have to maybe go to a different grouping. You have to make that adjustment. Sometimes you 
put another guy in for him and stay the same. Depending on which one of those it is, that’s the challenge. 
 
Q: How important was it to establish the running game given some of the shots that Tom Brady was 
taking? 
BB: It’s always good to run the ball. It’s good to throw it. It’s good to score points. Whatever we feel like we can 
do, whatever Josh [McDaniels] and the offensive coaches do a great job of game planning and trying to set up 
things that we think will get us an advantage. Sometimes those play out, sometimes the defense takes those 
away and we have to go to other options. However we can move the ball, score points and gain yards, then 
that’s what we’re going to try and do. 
 
Q: Did you have any thoughts about taking Tom Brady out of the game late with the score out of 
hand? 
BB: What – on the kneel downs? What difference does it make? 
 
Q: What about before that? 
BB: No. I mean it’s easy for you to sit there and say the game is out of hand. I mean, if you watch games in the 
National Football League, a lot can change in a hurry. The only time I think the game is in hand is when they’re 
not going to have enough possessions to get the number of points that they need. Sorry, we just see that one 
totally differently. 
 
Q: What did you see at the end of the game between Duron Harmon and Stephon Gilmore battling 
for an interception together? 
BB: Yeah, it was kind of a seam route and on the seam you try to split that zone between the corner and the 
safety. Both Stephon and Duron got a good break on the ball, and both got there at the same time and both 
went up and high pointed the ball like they’re supposed to do, so it was really well played by both guys. Usually 
when that happens, defensively you knock it away from each other and it becomes an incomplete pass, but 
Duron made a great play to just hang on to it in that situation. I thought both guys really looked like they got a 
good break on the ball. It was thrown into that seam, maybe hung up a little bit, but they got there. It’s good 
deep field zone play by both of those players. 
 
Q: You went five for five in the red zone today. What can you attribute that success to? Is it just 
better execution and better play calling? 
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BB: Yeah, well it’s always good playing and good execution by the players. That’s what everything is about. 
That’s why you win games, is because players go out there and play well. 
 
Q: Greg Schiano is rumored to be the new head coach the University of Tennessee. What are your 
thoughts on Coach Schiano? 
BB: Yeah, I think Greg’s a tremendous coach. I’ve learned an awful lot from him and had an opportunity to spend 
a lot of time with him when he was at Rutgers and Stephen [Belichick] was at Rutgers and I’d go down there. 
The lacrosse and the football programs are in the same building. Then at Tampa and the couple of years after 
Tampa was really even better for, I would say, my relationship with him because he had those last two years in 
the NFL and I’ve learned an awful lot from him. He’s given me a lot of – we talk about things that they did in 
their program, that he did in Tampa, that really had a lot of relevance to what we do. So did Rutgers, but it’s a 
little bit different in the NFL. He’s done a great job at Ohio State. He’s one of the very best coaches I think in our 
profession. I have a tremendous amount of respect for Greg and the way he runs his program and the job that 
he does. I would say the most impressive thing for me is the way that our players, which we’ve had a lot of 
Rutgers players come through here, the loyalty and the I would say love of the program, the college program 
that they were in at Rutgers when he was there, how they maintained that for years and years after they had 
left. Not taking anything away from any other school, but I would just say that it’s extremely strong. I think the 
relationship that he has with his kids, with his players and how well prepared his players are to come into this 
league is exceptional. I didn’t know that, but it’s good for him. He’s a great coach. I’m sure he’ll be a great head 
coach. Again, he’s done an awful lot. He’s helped me in a lot of different ways and I have a lot of respect for him. 
 
 
Tom Brady, Quarterback 
 
Q: It seems like there was some extracurricular activity, especially some shots to the head and the 
Dion Lewis facemask call. Do you think you could tell us what was said back and forth? 
TB: I think [the referee]'s trying to get it right, but it was an aggressive game and they've got an aggressive 
defense. We made enough plays. It was good to win a division game at home. So 9-2 and just keep grinding. 
Isn't it fun?  
  
Q: How much was getting off to a fast start stressed this week?  
TB: Yeah, you know we talk about it every week. [We're] trying to execute well early in the game. You're right, 
we haven't done as well as we're capable of doing but today was good. We talked about getting ahead and 
playing from a lead and we did that. There was some kind of crazy plays there like the fumble that kind of let 
them back in the game but I'm glad we kind of showed some mental toughness and kept grinding and made 
some plays when we needed to. Defense made a bunch all day so that's what we're going to need.  
  
Q: What can you say about the improvements the defense has made as the season has gone on?  
TB: Yeah, they've done such a great job in everything they've done and I'm so impressed with the secondary, the 
rush, the linebacker play, those guys really come together. It's a good time of year to be able to do that. We've 
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got five pretty important games coming up. They're all going to matter. We've got three tough ones on the road 
now and Buffalo is going to be obviously a tough game like always. 
  
Q: You guys seem to play a lot more crisp on the road this year. Why do you think you guys think 
you aren't playing so crisp at home sometimes? 
TB: I'm not sure, but we've got three coming up on the road so I hope that trend continues. But it was good. 
We've kind of got a few leads and played from ahead which is good to do at home. I wish we'd be playing perfect 
football but you know it's not the case all season long but it was a good win today – 35 points and defense, like I 
said, made a bunch of plays. We'll stay after it. 
  
Q: Rob Gronkowski was a little disappointed that he didn't get some biscuits. How much was the 
performance today you trying to feed him with some touchdown passes?  
TB: I know. I've got to do that for him because he wants it. Anything he wants I usually try to get for him so 
anything to keep him happy. He did such a great job today. [He] played really hard. He's played hard all season. 
[He has] just done a great job for our team and all of the guys chipping in there. We've got a lot of guys battling. 
We don't have so much depth at certain positions, like the receiver position, but those guys have hung in there so 
[I'm] really proud of all those skill guys.  
  
Q: What did you see on the play where you threw the interception?  
TB: It was just a bad decision. Third down and I tried to kind of stuff it in there to Danny [Amendola]. He got – 
he's running an in cut and they played a coverage that was pretty good for covering those plays and I just forced 
it. I try not to do that very often.  
 
Q: Earlier in the season you guys had some struggles in the red zone but today you were five for 
five. What does that mean to the offense and how have you guys been able to turn that around?  
TB: Yeah, that was good and obviously those are big swings, four point swings, whether it's a field goal or the 
touchdown. You're right, today was good, five of five. We've got to keep that going too. You're right; I think 
we've left some on the field even though the last couple weeks have been really good against Oakland and 
Denver. We've left some out there in the red area and this was good to kind of have a 100 percent day in the red 
area.  
 
Q: Any season you don't win the Super Bowl is obviously a big disappointment but your team has 
also set a record today with 17 consecutive seasons with nine or more wins. Can you put what that 
means to you into words? 
TB: Well I was kid growing up in San Mateo when the Niners were doing that too. I mean they didn't do it for as 
long as we've done it but I mean it's pretty cool. Obviously we're trying to – the expectations are really high 
because of what teams in the past have done and I think the guys that come and sit in these chairs right here 
and look up at Coach [Bill] Belichick and understand kind of what we're playing for and the history of the team 
and the expectations. They understand that. Winning seasons are great and obviously we're trying to win every 
time we take the field. We started 2-2 and to be 9-2 with seven straight wins is pretty good but we know our 
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biggest games are ahead of us because all of the good teams now are going to start playing really well and we've 
got to be one of those teams.  
 
Q: You took a bit of a pounding back there today. Were you mindful of their front and also any kind 
of extracurricular stuff by them given their reputation? 
TB: Yeah, I definitely took some shots. They're a tough d-line. They've obviously made a lot of investments in 
that group and those guys play really hard. You're right, they got some good shots on me today but I'll be back 
at it and be ready to go Wednesday. 
 
Q: Today was the biggest rushing performance of the season. Going forward how much of that 
rushing game can alleviate some of the pressure on you in the passing game?  
TB: It's so important because I mean really we've had a lot of nice weather this year. I wouldn't say today was 
like great passing weather just with the wind conditions and it was colder than it's been and pretty windy, but 
when you can hand the ball off and make big chunks of yards it alleviates a lot. You're right, and we made a 
bunch of those plays today. We've got some really good backs who are running hard, finding holes and creases 
and turning smaller gains into big gains. If you can do that and obviously pass the ball well we're going to be a 
pretty good offense. With five games to play it's a good place to be and we just have to keep showing up and put 
the work in and we have a big one this week in Buffalo. 
 
Q: Coach Belichick often says the season doesn't really start until after Thanksgiving. Does the 
approach during the week change at this time of year as you're in the stretch run?  
TB: No, it doesn't. I think we just keep working hard and keep putting every day – every minute, every hour is 
important. I think we stress meetings and walk-throughs and then ultimately go out on the practice field and try 
to execute at a high level. No, it's a lot of effort and there's no backing off. This is the time of year where a lot of 
teams let distractions get the best of them. It's Thanksgiving week, we flew back, got in at 6 a.m. last Monday 
morning so coach felt it was important for us to get a little bit of rest and try to have our energy for today. It's 
going to be a little different. It's good to kind of get some rest and have to be ready to go to be a good team. 
 

Rex Burkhead, Running Back 

(On Dion Lewis’ performance)  
“He did a tremendous job today. He was making guys miss, finishing runs and really just giving this offense a 
spark of energy. It’s fun to watch and all of the running backs really enjoy it.” 
 
(On the offensive line)  
“They’ve done a tremendous job all year. Those guys don’t get the credit they deserve. They’ve really done a 
great job and really opened up things for us offensively in the pass game. Just being able to establish the run 
opens up a lot of other things. Just the grind that they go through every day down there in the trenches and the 
hard work they put in. It shows on Sundays.” 
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(On his contributions to the team this season) 
“I’m just trying to find whatever role I can to help the team out and help to win. That’s the ultimate goal. It’s 
about not being selfish, about carries or whatever role you want individually. It’s about what helps the team out 
and what helps us moving forward.” 
 

Brandin Cooks, Wide Receiver  

(On the offense’s performance)  
“We know we got to play smarter football as an offense. Less penalties – we’re [shooting] ourselves in the foot 
and that’s including two from me and you just lose yardage like that. Great win, don’t get me wrong, but at the 
same time that wasn’t our best game.” 
 
(On whether team plays sharper on the road than at home)  
“I don’t even think we think about that.” 
 
(On whether there any concerns about the team’s execution at home)  
“No, we just have to get back to work and pay attention to the little details.” 
 
(On if the play he scored on today is becoming his favorite play)  
“It’s just another play. It is what it is.” 
 
(On playing the Dolphins again in two weeks)  
“It’s part of the game. We focus on  Buffalo this upcoming week and once we get there we will put our focus 
back on them, but right now we will enjoy this one and get on to the next one.” 
 

Trey Flowers, Defensive Lineman 

(On the defense)  
“A lot of [players] understand their role and are figuring out the defense and the schemes. A lot of guys are 
playing comfortable, making plays and they keep getting better. We work hard and it’s important to continue to 
get better.” 
 
(On if he feels this game was a breakout game for the defense)  
“We tried to get the win most of all. Obviously we want to go out there and make some plays to help our team 
win. There’s nothing to anticipate; you want to anticipate that every week and dial up something where you have 
a game plan and you look to execute it. I think that’s what [happened] today. At the end of the week, we stayed 
on top of it, worked hard at it and went out and executed.” 
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(On the internal competition with teammates to get to the quarterback) 
“When there’s a game like this, obviously you’re competing against each other to try and get to the quarterback. 
You can have a little fun with it as long as the team is doing good and as long as you understand it’s not just the 
defensive front. You got to have the guys to cover. If you get a great rush and the guy is wide open, you don’t 
get that sack. You just got to understand that and it’s all about the team.” 
 

Stephon Gilmore, Cornerback 

(On how he and Duron Harmon decided who came down with the interception at the end of the 
game)  
“I had it, he had it, but I told him I’m a team player so I gave it to him.” 
 
(On his interception at the end of the first half)  
“They ran that route on us earlier in the first quarter and I knew they were going to come back to it. I know 
every time [DeVante] Parker is in the slot he runs the seam empty so I just beat him to the spot.” 
 
(On what’s changed for him and the defense over the past month)  
“Just playing more with these guys and trusting each other and getting better and better every game. That’s 
what it takes sometimes. It isn’t always going to be great, but if you keep working at it you will come out on top.” 
 
(On how the defense was able to slow down Miami’s offense)  
“[We] just played aggressive. If we messed up, we corrected it on the field. We know we had to stop the run. We 
know they had a lot of good skill players. We played aggressive and made plays.” 
 
(On the team improving to 9-2 on the season)  
“Oh man, we got to keep it going. Feels good; great win. We made more plays than they did. Got to get ready 
for Buffalo next week.” 
 
 
Rob Gronkowski, Tight End 
 
Q: With this win, the Patriots have secured their 17th consecutive winning season, which is an NFL 
record. Can you speak to the sustained success of this franchise? 
RG: I mean, obviously, I wasn’t here for all 17 of those years, but it’s just the atmosphere of being around this 
facility. I mean, coming in, working hard, training hard, practicing hard, going to meetings, learning – it’s just all 
about dedication. When you come in, you inherit that type of work. You see the people around you doing it. It 
was already installed when I got here, and I just came in and just looked at the older guys, saw what they were 
doing, saw what Tom [Brady], Coach [Bill] Belichick, the other guys like [Matthew] Slater that were here at the 
time when I got here, and you just see their work ethic, everyone’s work ethic around here. It just makes you 
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pick it up. That’s why I feel like it’s just awesome. I mean, it gets the best out of you to play your best football 
every single week.  
 
Q: How did your touchdown celebration with Brandin Cooks come about? 
RG: Yeah, that was not planned or anything. We got yelled at. We’re not allowed to talk about celebrations. 
That’s what we got told. But, I kind of want to talk about it, but I kind of don’t because I’ll get in trouble, so I 
don’t know what to do. So, it just happened on the spot. It wasn’t planned. We’ll just keep it there. 
 
Q: Were you surprised to see how open you were on several of your receptions? 
RG: Yeah, that’s just a part of the scheme. It’s a part of the play calling. It’s a part the run game helping out to 
help with the play action. When you get open like that, it’s kind of set up previously. We were running the ball 
super good today. I mean, I think we had 200 yards rushing, which is just an unbelievable job just as an offense 
as a whole. But, you’ve just got to make those plays when you’re open, too. It was good. I like games like that. 
 
Q: You joked on Friday that you were upset Brady did not give you any of his Thanksgiving biscuits. 
Did those two touchdowns make up for it? 
RG: I guess those were the biscuits. I guess he wasn’t making any more, so he made up for it. But I still want 
those biscuits. 
 
Q: As the defense has improved this season, what are some of the biggest adjustments you have 
noticed them make? 
RG: I mean, our defense is playing unbelievable. They played great today. I mean, every time I looked up, I think 
there was another sack for a like 10-yard loss. How many sacks did we have today? Seven? I was thinking we 
had six, so that just shows how unbelievable they’re playing. I mean, they’ve been working hard all year. I mean, 
we’ve always trusted in them and just the way that they’re playing lights out, they’re playing as a group and it’s 
great going versus them every single week during practice. That just makes everyone better together. 
 
Q: What was it like to get off to a fast start and take a 14-0 lead in the first quarter? 
RG: It’s huge. Getting off to a fast start is crucial. I believe the last three games, we got off to a really, really fast 
start. I think that’s helping out, not just offense but the defense, too, and it’s getting us to play together. It’s 
crucial to come out for a fast start and just got to keep working hard to keep continuing it. 
 
Q: What did you see on your second touchdown? What did you think of Danny Amendola clearing a 
spot for you? 
 
RG: Yes, that was a play we’ve been working on all week. It was made for a zone-type coverage. It was 
Amendola that cleared out or [Brandin] Cooks? I wasn’t really sure. 
Q: It was Cooks.  
 
RG: Yeah, it was Cooks. So, when the play was called, I put my hand down and saw it was zone, and it’s either if 
the safety comes and takes me, Cooks gets the ball, or if the safety takes Cooks, I get the ball. So it just worked 
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out good, and it made Cooks, obviously, clear out. He did an unbelievable job running his route going full speed 
with that post clearing everyone out, and I just came through with a little patience and Tom just made a nice 
throw and just played the play. 
 
Q: What did you think about Amendola clearing a spot in the grass for your spike? 
RG: Yeah, that was great. Yeah, that was just spontaneous, too. So that was cool, too. 
 
Q: Even though the offense put up 35 points, do you still feel like you left some plays out there? 
RG: I mean, if you as an offense can capitalize on every single play in the NFL, that’s huge because these 
defenses, they’ve got good players on every side of the ball on every team. But, those plays, you look back, you 
see what you did well in the game. But, also you see where you could capitalize more, too, so you can become 
better and you got out to the practice field, try and correct that all and then hopefully get those corrections right 
and go out the next game and complete the plays. 
 

Duron Harmon, Defensive Back 

(On the defense’s performance)  
“It was a good effort. We came ready to play today. Everything wasn’t perfect and I’m pretty sure it won’t be 
perfect tomorrow when we watch the film, but it felt good to go out there, turn the ball over and get some sacks 
because that’s something we’ve been wanting to do all year.” 
 
(On what’s changed with the defense over the past month)  
“Consistency. I keep saying it each and every week, but it’s literally consistency and we were consistent at all 
levels on the field – tackling, communication; just a lot more consistent.” 
 
(On Stephon Gilmore’s ability to improve his play over the past month)  
“He’s a fighter. When he had his little problems at the beginning of the year he didn’t make excuses. He just 
came to work each and every day and he worked hard at it. It just shows the type of person he is, the type of 
player he is, the type of competitor he is and I’m glad he’s in my corner.” 
 
 
Ted Karras, Offensive Lineman 
 
(On running the ball against the Dolphins)  
“[We did] pretty good. They have a really good front. I thought we did alright. We scored 35 and rushed a lot.” 
 
(On the bad snap to Tom Brady)  
“That’s 100 percent my fault. I had to put it away and we went down and scored on the next drive. I just 
snapped it early. It was 100 percent on me. It was kind of a nightmare but we overcame it.” 
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Eric Lee, Linebacker 

(On joining the team and getting a win)  
“It was great. It was pretty hectic the past week for me, but I was able to gel with the defense and execute when 
it counts. I didn’t have much time to reflect this week. There were a lot of meetings, a lot of extra meetings. It’s 
been pretty hectic. But yesterday was my first time to take a deep breath. We didn’t have practice so it was more 
of a mental day to help focus on today.” 
 
(On getting a sack) 
“It was riveting. What goes through your body when you get a sack is overwhelming. You just want to express 
yourself. I’ll try to build on top of this obviously, but it was great.”  
 
(On if he was surprised by the amount of snaps he got) 
“Sort of, but obviously I expected anything coming in. Coach [Brendan] Daly told me, ‘you can be next to me or 
you can be out there,’ so I had to be prepared.” 
 

Dion Lewis, Running Back 

(On the offensive line)  
“The O-line did a great job. They did a great job blocking the whole game. The running game was definitely open 
all day so I just had to take advantage of space when I get it.” 
 
(On the chipiness) 
“It’s football, you know. Football is an emotional game, it’s a physical game. You put your all to this, so of course 
you’re going to get a little chipiness, but it’s part of the game.” 
 
(On if he provided a spark for the team)  
“My job is to protect the ball and make plays. That’s my job in the offense and that’s what I try to do every 
game. Just protect the ball and make plays when I get the opportunity.” 
 
 
Devin McCourty, Cornerback  
 
Q: Can you talk about the defense with seven sacks today?  
DM: Yeah, it was a good mesh today between coverage and rush. There were times I think they might've had 
guys open and we got there in a hurry in the front and then other times where we covered well, gave those guys 
an extra second or two to get back there and they were able to make plays getting them down. So that's big for 
us. E-Rob [Elandon Roberts] making some big plays and we're getting sacks. That's always good for the defense 
to start getting to the quarterback. It just helps us overall.  



 
 
               
 

MIAMI DOLPHINS VS. NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 
GILLETTE STADIUM 
Nov. 26, 2017 | 1:00 P.M. 

POSTGAME  QUOTES 

 

  
Q: After two great performances on the road it seemed like a sloppy performance at home today. 
Why do you guys maybe have sloppier performances at home than on the road?  
DM: I don't know. If we had those answers we'd play great every week. It's just a balance of putting in the work 
during the week and then trying to come out here and play well whether it's home or away. We knew coming in 
these division games are never easy. Next week is going to be another hard test then we'll go to Miami and play 
these guys again. I think that's the National Football League. It's trying to find consistency. It's trying to play well 
every time you step on the field and I think overall I think the most important thing is to get a win and try to 
learn from it. 
  
Q: Stephon Gilmore's interception before halftime was arguably the biggest play of the game. What 
did you see on the play and how big of a play was it looking back at it in your mind?  
DM: It was a good job just understanding the situation. They had really one play left and usually teams [have] 
one play and you throw it up and you try to throw it into the end zone and if you don't get it you kick a field goal. 
But when you come down with an interception now you take all the points off the board. Steph [Gilmore] did a 
good job in man-to-man coverage, the ball kind of hung in the air and he got his eyes back and made a good 
play. That's been a key for us the last couple weeks defensively trying to play well situationally – third down, red 
area and then trying to come up with big plays, some type of turnovers and stops and that's helped us out a lot. 
  
Q: This is the seventh straight game that your defense has allowed fewer than 20 points in a game. 
What does that say about the defense?  
DM: I think the key thing we talk about each week is trying to keep points off the board. Coach Flo [Brian Flores] 
says it every week – every time we get a red area stop we're closer to winning. Every time we get off the field on 
third down we're closer to winning so we're just trying to put all that together. Obviously every play is not going 
to be perfect. If they get in the red area it's all about flipping the page and figuring out how to get a stop or 
making them kick three or get a turnover. I think we understand what we're trying to do defensively and we're 
trying to just keep that going each week. 
  
Q: You had multiple players go down to injury today. Can you talk about Nate Ebner on that fake 
punt and what he means to this football team?  
DM: I mean he just did a great job on that play realizing whatever we had called during the week and taking 
advantage of it. But that's the nature of football and guys doing down but guys will come back in here tomorrow 
and do everything they can to get back out there on the field. All tough guys who understand football, as [Jerod] 
Mayo used to say it's a 100 percent injury rate. We'll all work hard and try to stay out there. 
  
Q: What about the confidence in your defense going for it on 4th-and-9 with a fake kick? If you 
don't get it they've got a short field.  
DM: Yeah, I think for us as a team that's been big. You talk about complementary football comes from confidence 
and faith in every group – offense, defense and special teams – and I think we have that right now. If we slip up 
on defense, offense goes out there and has our back. If special teams makes a big play, defensively we've got to 
capitalize and offensively capitalize. I think when we're playing our best we're complementing each other in the 
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right way and picking each other up so no matter what we've got to continue to do that because those also lead 
to victories.  
 
Q: What did you think of the job that Jonathan Jones did today? It looked like he had Jarvis Landry 
for a good chunk of the afternoon.  
DM: Yeah, he's done a good job all year really on whoever he's been matched up. He's worked a lot in the slot 
but he's been outside too. He's another one of our guys out there [with] just great versatility. [He's] able to 
obviously play a lot of roles on special teams but defensively kind of being able to be a good communicator when 
he's in the middle but also being able to be wherever we need him and that's been really good for us this year. 
Throughout the year with Steph [Gilmore] and Bad [Johnson Bademosi] being in there or E-Rowe [Eric 
Rowe] being – J-Jones [Jonathan Jones] has been able to really fill every role that we've needed him and he's 
made big plays and he continued that today.  
 
Q: How difficult is it to tackle Dion Lewis in practice? How slippery is he? 
DM: He's tough, man. You try to get as many guys around him but he runs with so much confidence and he runs 
with anger at times. I think a lot of people think because he's a little guy you can get a hand or two on him and 
you'll be able to bring him down but, for me, since college I've played him. He's always been tough to bring 
down, not just juking guys but getting angles on guys and trying to make them make tackles with one arm. He's 
going to run through those arm tackles and he was big for us today, really all year in the running game and the 
passing game, him being able to step up and make plays have been big for us.  
 
Q: How much has the level of confidence in the defense changed from the first few games of the 
season to now considering the number of injuries you guys have gone through? 
DM: I think guys have just understood that what we do the week before doesn't really matter. It's not really 
about confidence from week to week from the game. It's about building that confidence up throughout the week 
in our preparation, on the practice field, film study, going over things as a group. I think that's where we've been 
gaining our confidence knowing that we're doing everything during the week that when we take the field Sunday 
everybody is focused, everybody is locked in on what we need to do on every defensive call and things that come 
up that teams do that we're not used to. We go over that and I think that's what really gives guys confidence and 
I think each week we try to empty that coming into Wednesday and build it back up so it's ready to go Sunday. 
It's always tough to do week in and week out but I think we understand that's what we need to do and by doing 
that we give ourselves a chance to come out and play well on Sunday. 
 
Q: As a lead of the defense I'm curious of your impressions of your new teammate Eric Lee? What 
have you noticed from him over the last couple days and how you think he might be able to help the 
defense?  
DM: It's always cool to see guys come in late in the season and see the work they put in and the coaching staff 
to get a guy who just comes in ready to go by Sunday. Obviously he did a great job of showing up and getting in 
there, but I think that's a credit to him and B.D. [Defensive Line Coach Brendan Daly] of going over things and 
being ready to go when his number was called today. So [I'm] excited to see him. He's been working his butt off 
since he got here and I'm sure the more he learns, he'll be out there and be able to make some plays.  
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Elandon Roberts, Linebacker 

(On the benefit of taking an early lead)  
“You jump up early, but at the same time you play sound defense. The NFL is about situations and you can’t 
relax on anything, you got to keep going. For us on the offense and defense, being able to complement each 
other, that all starts at practice.”  
 
(On the performance of the linebacker group)  
“When guys up front are doing their jobs, we’re doing our jobs, the secondary is doing their jobs, it gives 
somebody a chance to fuel up. We had some guys fuel up today and do a good job for the defense.” 
 
(On his sack where he didn’t get touched)  
“If it happened like that, then I’ll take it. It’s a big play for the team and I really wasn’t making it a self thing. It 
was more like we wanted to make a play for the team. At the time, I was just out there trying to make a play for 
the team.” 
 

Joe Thuney, Offensive Lineman 

(On the importance of running the football and being balanced)  
“We always want to be balanced. They have a really good front and really effective pass rushers so maintaining 
that balance throughout the game was helpful for us.” 
 
(On Dion Lewis’ first career 100-yard rushing game) 
“Cool, great. I didn’t know that – that’s awesome. Credit to him, he’s a really hard runner. He’s a really good 
runner and it’s fun blocking for him.” 
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