
 
 
               
 

MIAMI DOLPHINS VS. NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 
GILLETTE STADIUM 
Nov. 26, 2017 | 1:00 P.M. 

POSTGAME  QUOTES 

 

Patriots QB Tom Brady (transcribed by the New England Patriots) 
 
Q: It seems like there was some extracurricular activity, especially some shots to the head and the 
Dion Lewis facemask call. Do you think you could tell us what was said back and forth? 
TB: I think [the referee]'s trying to get it right, but it was an aggressive game and they've got an aggressive 
defense. We made enough plays. It was good to win a division game at home. So 9-2 and just keep grinding. 
Isn't it fun?  
  
Q: How much was getting off to a fast start stressed this week?  
TB: Yeah, you know we talk about it every week. [We're] trying to execute well early in the game. You're right, 
we haven't done as well as we're capable of doing but today was good. We talked about getting ahead and 
playing from a lead and we did that. There was some kind of crazy plays there like the fumble that kind of let 
them back in the game but I'm glad we kind of showed some mental toughness and kept grinding and made 
some plays when we needed to. Defense made a bunch all day so that's what we're going to need.  
  
Q: What can you say about the improvements the defense has made as the season has gone on?  
TB: Yeah, they've done such a great job in everything they've done and I'm so impressed with the secondary, the 
rush, the linebacker play, those guys really come together. It's a good time of year to be able to do that. We've 
got five pretty important games coming up. They're all going to matter. We've got three tough ones on the road 
now and Buffalo is going to be obviously a tough game like always. 
  
Q: You guys seem to play a lot more crisp on the road this year. Why do you think you guys think 
you aren't playing so crisp at home sometimes? 
TB: I'm not sure, but we've got three coming up on the road so I hope that trend continues. But it was good. 
We've kind of got a few leads and played from ahead which is good to do at home. I wish we'd be playing perfect 
football but you know it's not the case all season long but it was a good win today – 35 points and defense, like I 
said, made a bunch of plays. We'll stay after it. 
  
Q: Rob Gronkowski was a little disappointed that he didn't get some biscuits. How much was the 
performance today you trying to feed him with some touchdown passes?  
TB: I know. I've got to do that for him because he wants it. Anything he wants I usually try to get for him so 
anything to keep him happy. He did such a great job today. [He] played really hard. He's played hard all season. 
[He has] just done a great job for our team and all of the guys chipping in there. We've got a lot of guys battling. 
We don't have so much depth at certain positions, like the receiver position, but those guys have hung in there so 
[I'm] really proud of all those skill guys.  
  
Q: What did you see on the play where you threw the interception?  
TB: It was just a bad decision. Third down and I tried to kind of stuff it in there to Danny [Amendola]. He got – 
he's running an in cut and they played a coverage that was pretty good for covering those plays and I just forced 
it. I try not to do that very often.  
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Q: Earlier in the season you guys had some struggles in the red zone but today you were five for 
five. What does that mean to the offense and how have you guys been able to turn that around?  
TB: Yeah, that was good and obviously those are big swings, four point swings, whether it's a field goal or the 
touchdown. You're right, today was good, five of five. We've got to keep that going too. You're right; I think 
we've left some on the field even though the last couple weeks have been really good against Oakland and 
Denver. We've left some out there in the red area and this was good to kind of have a 100 percent day in the red 
area.  
 
Q: Any season you don't win the Super Bowl is obviously a big disappointment but your team has 
also set a record today with 17 consecutive seasons with nine or more wins. Can you put what that 
means to you into words? 
TB: Well I was kid growing up in San Mateo when the Niners were doing that too. I mean they didn't do it for as 
long as we've done it but I mean it's pretty cool. Obviously we're trying to – the expectations are really high 
because of what teams in the past have done and I think the guys that come and sit in these chairs right here 
and look up at Coach [Bill] Belichick and understand kind of what we're playing for and the history of the team 
and the expectations. They understand that. Winning seasons are great and obviously we're trying to win every 
time we take the field. We started 2-2 and to be 9-2 with seven straight wins is pretty good but we know our 
biggest games are ahead of us because all of the good teams now are going to start playing really well and we've 
got to be one of those teams.  
 
Q: You took a bit of a pounding back there today. Were you mindful of their front and also any kind 
of extracurricular stuff by them given their reputation? 
TB: Yeah, I definitely took some shots. They're a tough d-line. They've obviously made a lot of investments in 
that group and those guys play really hard. You're right, they got some good shots on me today but I'll be back 
at it and be ready to go Wednesday. 
 
Q: Today was the biggest rushing performance of the season. Going forward how much of that 
rushing game can alleviate some of the pressure on you in the passing game?  
TB: It's so important because I mean really we've had a lot of nice weather this year. I wouldn't say today was 
like great passing weather just with the wind conditions and it was colder than it's been and pretty windy, but 
when you can hand the ball off and make big chunks of yards it alleviates a lot. You're right, and we made a 
bunch of those plays today. We've got some really good backs who are running hard, finding holes and creases 
and turning smaller gains into big gains. If you can do that and obviously pass the ball well we're going to be a 
pretty good offense. With five games to play it's a good place to be and we just have to keep showing up and put 
the work in and we have a big one this week in Buffalo. 
 
Q: Coach Belichick often says the season doesn't really start until after Thanksgiving. Does the 
approach during the week change at this time of year as you're in the stretch run?  
TB: No, it doesn't. I think we just keep working hard and keep putting every day – every minute, every hour is 
important. I think we stress meetings and walk-throughs and then ultimately go out on the practice field and try 
to execute at a high level. No, it's a lot of effort and there's no backing off. This is the time of year where a lot of 
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teams let distractions get the best of them. It's Thanksgiving week, we flew back, got in at 6 a.m. last Monday 
morning so coach felt it was important for us to get a little bit of rest and try to have our energy for today. It's 
going to be a little different. It's good to kind of get some rest and have to be ready to go to be a good team. 
 


