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91 EMMANUEL 
OGBAH

LINEBACKER // 6-4 // 275 // OKLAHOMA STATE ‘16

ACQUIRED: FA, ‘24

HOMETOWN: HOUSTON, TEXAS // BORN: 11/6/93

NFL: NINTH SEASON // DOLPHINS: FIFTH SEASON

NFL CAREER
TRANSACTIONS: 

•	Signed by Miami on July 23, 2024.
•	Released by Miami on Feb. 23, 2024.
•	Signed by Miami as an unrestricted free agent 

from Kansas City on March 21, 2020. 
•	Traded from Cleveland to Kansas City on April 2, 

2019.
•	2nd-round pick (32nd overall) by Cleveland in the 

2016 NFL Draft.

CAREER HONORS:
•	2022 Nat Moore Community Service Award.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS:
•	Played in 118 career games with 82 starts. 
•	301 tackles (177 solo), 45.5 sacks, 2 interceptions, 

41 passes defensed, 8 forced fumbles and 4 
fumble recoveries. 

•	1 blocked field goal; 1 blocked PAT. 
•	Started 1 postseason game with Miami.
•	Won Super Bowl LIV with Kansas City. 
•	Had a full sack in 6 consecutive games (10/4/20 

– 11/15/20), which is tied for 2nd-longest sack 
streak in Dolphins history.

•	His 12 passes defensed in 2021 were a career-
high and most by an NFL defensive lineman since 
2016 (Carlos Dunlap):

NFL SINGLE-SEASON PASSES DEFENSED LEADERS (SINCE 2012; DL ONLY)
NAME TEAM YEAR PDs

1. J.J. Watt Hou. 2012 16
2. Carlos Dunlap Cin. 2016 15
3. EMMANUEL OGBAH MIA. 2021 12
4. Julius Peppers GB 2014 11

Cameron Jordan NO 2017 11

•	His 9.0 sacks in 2020 were tied for 14th in the NFL.  

2024 (MIAMI): 
•	Started 11 games.
•	 Inactive for 1 game.
•	33 tackles (18 solo), 3.5 sacks, 1 interception and 

2 passes defensed.
VS. JACKSONVILLE (9/8): 4 tackles (2 solo) and 1.0 

sack.
•	Sacked QB Trevor Lawrence for a loss of 4 yards 

on 2nd-and-10 with 3:46 remaining in the game.
VS. TENNESSEE (9/30): 6 tackles (3 solo), 1 

interception and 1 pass defensed.
•	 Intercepted QB Will Levis at the Miami 37-yard 

line with 10:08 remaining in the 1st quarter.
AT NEW ENGLAND (10/6): 4 solo tackles and  

1.0 sack.
•	Sacked QB Jacoby Brissett for a loss of 3 yards on 

2nd-and-3 with 9:59 remaining in the 1st quarter.
VS. LAS VEGAS (11/17): 1 solo tackle and 1.0 sack.

•	Sacked QB Gardner Minshew for a loss of 1 yard 
on 2nd-and-8 in the 2nd quarter.

VS. NEW ENGLAND (11/24): 2 solo tackles and  
0.5 sack.

•	Split a sack of QB Drake Maye with LB Chop 
Robinson for a loss of 5 yards on 3rd-and-15 to 
force New England to punt with 1:42 remaining 
in the 2nd quarter.

2023 (MIAMI): 
•	Played in 15 games with 1 start.
•	 Inactive for 2 games.
•	19 tackles (7 solo), 5.0 sacks, 1 interception,  

2 passes defensed and 1 forced fumble.
VS. DENVER (9/24): 3 tackles (1 solo), 1.0 sack, 1 

interception and 1 pass defensed.
•	Recorded his 1st career interception off QB 

Russell Wilson and returned it 5 yards to set up a 
Miami TD.

•	Sacked QB Russell Wilson for a loss of 12 yards in 
the 4th quarter.

VS. N.Y. GIANTS (10/15): 2 tackles (1 solo) and 1.5 
sacks.

•	Sacked QB Daniel Jones on 1st-and-10 in the 1st 
quarter.

•	Split a sack of QB Daniel Jones with DT Christian 
Wilkins for a loss of 6 yards to end the 1st quarter.

AT N.Y. JETS (11/24): 2 tackles (1 solo), 1.0 sack  
and 1 forced fumble.

•	Strip-sacked QB Tim Boyle for a loss of 9 yards 
with 3:35 remaining in the 4th quarter.

POSTSEASON: 
AFC WILD CARD AT KANSAS CITY (1/13): 4 

tackles (2 solo) and 1 pass defensed.

2022 (MIAMI): 
•	Played in 9 games with 3 starts.
•	 Inactive for 1 game.
•	Missed the rest of the season after being placed 

on injured reserve on Nov. 14.
•	11 tackles (7 solo) and 1.0 sack.

2019 2019
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•	1 blocked field goal.
VS. NEW ENGLAND (9/11): 4 tackles (3 solo) and 

1.0 sack.
•	Sacked QB Mac Jones for a loss of 7 yards in the 

1st quarter.
VS. BUFFALO (9/25): 1 solo tackle; 1 blocked field 

goal.
•	Blocked a 38-yard FG attempt by Buffalo K Tyler 

Bass in the 4th quarter.
HONORS: 

•	Nat Moore Community Service Award. 

2021 (MIAMI): 
•	Played in all 17 games with 11 starts.
•	41 tackles (26 solo), 9.0 sacks, 12 passes defensed, 

1 forced fumble and 1 fumble recovery. 
VS. ATLANTA (10/24): 1 solo tackle, 1 pass defensed 

and 1 forced fumble.
•	Forced a QB Matt Ryan fumble on 3rd-and-8 in 

the 4th quarter that was recovered by CB Nik 
Needham.

VS. HOUSTON (11/7): 4 tackles (2 solo), 2.5 sacks 
and 1 pass defensed.

•	Sacked QB Tyrod Taylor for a loss of 8 yards in the 
2nd quarter. 

•	Split a sack of QB Tyrod Taylor with LB Jaelan 
Phillips for a loss of 5 yards in the 3rd quarter.

•	Sacked QB Tyrod Taylor for a loss of 11 yards in 
the 4th quarter. 

VS. N.Y. JETS (12/19): 2 solo tackles, 1.0 sack, 1 
pass defensed and 1 fumble recovery.

•	Sacked QB Zach Wilson for a loss of 1 yard in the 
3rd quarter. 

•	Recovered a QB Zach Wilson fumble forced by 
DT Zach Sieler in the 4th quarter. 

AT NEW ORLEANS (12/27): 5 tackles (3 solo) and 
2.0 sacks.

•	Split a sack of QB Ian Book with DT Christian 
Wilkins on 3rd-and-4 for a loss of 10 yards in the 
1st quarter. 

•	Split a sack of QB Ian Book with DT Raekwon 
Davis for a loss of 1 yard in the 3rd quarter. 

•	Sacked QB Ian Book for a loss of 10 yards in the 
4th quarter. 

2020 (MIAMI):
•	Played in all 16 games with 12 starts. 
•	42 tackles (25 solo), 9.0 sacks, 5 passes defensed 

and 3 forced fumbles. 
•	His 9 sacks were tied for 14th in the NFL. 

VS. N.Y. JETS (10/18): 5 tackles (3 solo) and 2.0 
sacks. 

•	Sacked QB Joe Flacco for a loss of 2 yards in the 
2nd quarter. 

•	Sacked QB Joe Flacco again in in the 4th quarter 
on 3rd-and-4 for a loss of 28 yards. 

•	The 28-yard sack was just the 7th sack in the NFL 
that lost at least 28 yards since 1994.

•	 It was the 1st 2+ sack game by a Dolphin since 
DE Cam Wake and DT Akeem Spence each had 
2 on 11/14/18 vs. the N.Y. Jets.

VS. L.A. RAMS (11/1): 1 solo tackle, 1.0 sack, 1 pass 
defensed and 1 forced fumble. 

•	Strip-sacked QB Jared Goff in the 2nd quarter 
and the fumble was recovered by LB Andrew Van 
Ginkel, who returned it 78 yards for a TD. 

AT ARIZONA (11/8): 5 tackles (4 solo), 1.0 sack, 1 
pass defensed and 1 forced fumble. 

•	Strip-sacked QB Kyler Murray in the 1st quarter 
and DE Shaq Lawson recovered the fumble and 
returned it 36 yards for a TD.

2019 (KANSAS CITY):
•	Played in 10 games with 4 starts.
•	Missed the rest of the season after being placed 

on injured reserve on Nov. 18. 
•	32 tackles (23 solo), 5.5 sacks, 3 passes defensed 

and 1 forced fumble. 
AT JACKSONVILLE (9/8): 3 tackles (2 solo) and 1 

sack.
•	Sacked QB Gardner Minshew in the 3rd quarter.

VS. BALTIMORE (9/22): 2 tackles (1 solo), 1.5 sacks 
and 1 pass defensed.

•	Split a sack with LB Damien Wilson of QB Lamar 
Jackson in the 2nd quarter.

•	Sacked QB Lamar Jackson again in the 3rd 
quarter.

AT DENVER (10/17): 3 solo tackles, 1 sack and 2 
passes defensed.

•	Sacked QB Joe Flacco on 3rd-and-5 in the 3rd 
quarter, forcing Denver to punt.

2018 (CLEVELAND):
•	Started 14 games.
•	 Inactive for 2 games.
•	40 tackles (24 solo), 3.0 sacks, 8 passes defensed 

and 1 fumble recovery.
AT TAMPA BAY (10/21): 5 tackles (4 solo), 1.5 sacks 

and 2 passes defensed.
•	Sacked QB Jameis Winston on 3rd-and-2 in the 

4th quarter forcing Tampa Bay to punt. 
•	Split a sack with DT Larry Ogunjobi on QB Jameis 

Winston in overtime for a loss of 7 yards. 
AT CINCINNATI (11/25): 1 assisted tackle and 1 

fumble recovery.
•	Recovered a fumble by QB Andy Dalton in the 

3rd quarter.
AT HOUSTON (12/2): 6 tackles (4 solo) and 1.0 sack.

•	Sacked QB Deshaun Watson in the 1st quarter.

2017 (CLEVELAND):
•	Started 10 games. 
•	Missed the rest of the season after being placed 

on injured reserve on Nov. 21.
•	29 tackles (18 solo), 4.0 sacks, 6 passes defensed, 

2 forced fumbles and 1 fumble recovery; 1 
blocked PAT.   

VS. CINCINNATI (10/1): 6 tackles (4 solo), 1.0 sack, 2 
forced fumbles and 1 fumble recovery. 

•	Strip-sacked QB Andy Dalton and recovered the 
fumble in the 1st quarter.  

•	Forced a RB Jeremy Hill fumble in the 1st quarter.
VS. MINNESOTA (10/29): 1 pass defensed; 1 

blocked PAT. 
•	Blocked a K Kai Forbath PAT in the 2nd quarter.
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AT DETROIT (11/12): 3 solo tackles and 2.0 sacks. 
•	Sacked QB Matthew Stafford in the 1st quarter 

for a loss of 4 yards.
•	Sacked QB Matthew Stafford again on 3rd-

and-12 in the 2nd quarter, forcing Detroit to punt.

2016 (CLEVELAND):
•	Started all 16 games. 
•	53 tackles (28 solo), 5.5 sacks and 3 passes 

defensed. 
•	His 5.5 sacks led the team and was 5th among 

NFL rookies that season. 
AT PHILADELPHIA (9/11): 1 solo tackle and 1 pass 

defensed. 
•	Made his NFL debut and 1st NFL start.

AT TENNESSEE (10/16): 3 tackles (1 solo) and 1.0 
sack. 

•	Sacked QB Marcus Mariota in the 3rd quarter.
•	 It was his 1st career sack. 

AT CINCINNATI (10/23): 6 tackles (5 solo) and 2.0 
sacks. 

•	Sacked QB Andy Dalton for a loss of 6 yards in 
the 2nd quarter.

•	Sacked QB Andy Dalton again in the 4th quarter 
on 3rd-and-5, forcing a Bengals missed field 
goal.

•	 It was the 1st multi-sack game of his career.  

BEFORE THE NFL
COLLEGE (OKLAHOMA STATE): 

•	3-year letterman (2013-15) and 1-year starter.
CAREER: Played in all 39 games with 26 starts; 133 

tackles (95 solo), 28.0 sacks, 9 passes defensed, 
4 forced fumbles and 3 fumble recoveries; 1 
fumble recovery for a TD. 

•	His 28 career sacks ranked 4th in school history 
and were the most of any active NCAA player at 
the time he declared for the draft.

JUNIOR (2015): Started all 13 games; 64 tackles 
(44 solo), 13.0 sacks, 4 passes defensed, 3 forced 
fumbles and 2 fumble recoveries; 1 fumble 
recovery for a TD. 

•	2nd-team All-American.
•	1st-team All-Big 12.
•	Big 12 Co-Defensive Player of the Year.
•	Semifinalist for the Walter Camp Award (nation’s 

most outstanding player).
•	His 13 sacks led the Big 12 and ranked 4th 

nationally.
•	His 13 sacks were the 3rd-most in single-season 

school history.
•	Voted a team captain.

SOPHOMORE (2014): Started all 13 games; 49 
tackles (35 solo), 11.0 sacks, 5 passes defensed 
and 1 forced fumble. 

•	1st-team All-Big 12.
•	Big 12 Defensive Lineman of the Year. 
•	His 0.85 sacks per game average ranked 2nd in 

the Big 12 and 15th nationally.

REDSHIRT FRESHMAN (2013): Played in all 13 
games; 20 tackles (16 solo), 4.0 sacks and 1 
fumble recovery. 

•	His 4 sacks tied for the team lead.
•	Redshirted in 2012. 

HIGH SCHOOL (GEORGE BUSH HS – RICHMOND, TEXAS)
SENIOR (2011): 57 tackles (47 solo), 6.0 sacks, 2 

forced fumbles and 1 fumble recovery. 
•	1st-team Houston Metro. 
•	District defensive MVP.

OFF THE FIELD
COMMUNITY:

•	Established the Emmanuel Ogbah Rise Above 
Foundation to provide scholarships, resources 
and mentorship programs to underserved youth.

2023: 
•	Through his Rise Above Foundation, surprised 

70 children from the Northwest Boys & Girls Club 
with holiday gifts. 

•	Hosted a Thanksgiving meal distribution, in 
partnership with Feeding South Florida, for 
community members at Mt. Pisgah Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church in Miami Gardens. 

•	Visited a local hospital to surprise breast cancer 
patients with flowers. 

2022: 
•	Hosted his 2nd annual holiday toy distribution at 

the Northwest Boys & Girls Club, providing gifts 
for 50 children. 

•	Partnered with Feeding South Florida to provide 
Thanksgiving meals to families in need. 

2021: 
•	Assisted with the renovation efforts for the Miami 

Northwest Boys & Girls Club’s teen center and 
donated brand-new furniture for the space.

•	Surprised the children at the Miami Northwest 
Boys & Girls Club with holiday toys and gifts.

•	Volunteered at the Miami Dolphins holiday event 
to spend time with and provide dinner and 
children’s gifts for South Florida families. 

•	Hosted a drive-thru Thanksgiving meal event 
at the Miami Northwest Boys & Girls Club to 
provide 300 Thanksgiving meals for local families.

2020: 
•	Partnered with organizations in his hometown 

of Houston to provide technology to help high 
school students finish the school year online 
during the pandemic.

PERSONAL:
•	Born in Lagos, Nigeria. 
•	PRONUNCIATION: Last name is pronounced 

AHG-buh. 
•	MAJOR: Business administration. 
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EMMANUEL OGBAH’S NFL REGULAR SEASON STATS
TACKLES INTERCEPTIONS FUMBLES

YEAR TEAM GP GS TOT SOLO ASST SK YDS INT YDS LG TD PD FF FR
2016 CLEVELAND 16 16 53 28 25 5.5 31.5 0 0 - 0 3 0 0
2017 CLEVELAND 10 10 29 18 11 4.0 18.0 0 0 - 0 6 2 1
2018 CLEVELAND 14 14 40 24 16 3.0 13.5 0 0 - 0 8 0 1
2019 KANSAS CITY 10 4 32 23 9 5.5 37.5 0 0 - 0 3 1 0
2020 MIAMI 16 12 43 26 17 9.0 95.5 0 0 - 0 5 3 1
2021 MIAMI 17 11 41 26 15 9.0 64.0 0 0 - 0 12 1 1
2022 MIAMI 9 3 11 7 4 1.0 7.0 0 0 - 0 0 0 0
2023 MIAMI 15 1 19 7 12 5.0 30.5 1 5 5 0 2 1 0
2024 MIAMI 11 11 33 18 15 3.5 10.5 1 0 0 0 2 0 0

NFL TOTALS 118 82 301 177 124 45.5 308.0 2 5 5 0 41 8 4

EMMANUEL OGBAH’S NFL PLAYOFF STATS
TACKLES INTERCEPTIONS FUMBLES

YEAR TEAM GP GS TOT SOLO ASST SK YDS INT YDS LG TD PD FF FR
2023 MIAMI 1 1 4 2 2 0 0.0 0 0 - 0 1 0 0

PLAYOFF TOTALS 1 1 4 2 2 0 0.0 0 0 - 0 1 0 0

ADDITIONAL STATS
Blocked Kicks: (Cleveland) 1 PAT vs. Minnesota (10/29/17), 

(Miami) 1 field goal vs. Buffalo (9/25/22) for total of 2.

SINGLE-GAME CAREER HIGHS
Tackles: 7 at Washington, 10/2/16
Sacks: 2.5 vs. Houston, 11/7/21
Interceptions: 1 Twice, last: vs. Tennessee, 

9/30/24
Passes Defensed: 2 7 times, last: vs. New England, 

1/9/22
Forced Fumbles: 2 vs. Cincinnati, 10/1/17
Fumble Recoveries: 1 4 times, last: vs. N.Y. Jets, 

12/19/21


